
 

Old Analog Cell Networks Being 
Shut Down 

The FCC gave permission in 2002 for carriers to shut down their 

oldest analog cell networks as of February 18, 2008.  With that date 

just around the corner, it is important to understand who and what 

will be affected:   

 About one million older analog cell phones 

If your phone is less than five years old, or has features like 
texting, Internet access or a built-in camera, it's not analog. 
The main carriers with analog service are AT&T Inc., Verizon 
Wireless and Alltel. Carriers have been telling analog 
customers about the shutdown and offering them new 
digital service plans and phones. Sprint Nextel and T-Mobile 
USA have no analog networks.. 

 Some older Car communication systems 

Generally, cars from the 2003 model year and older with 
OnStar from General Motors Corp., TeleAid from Mercedes-
Benz or Lexus Link are affected, and most won't be 
upgradeable . Upgrade kits are available for most OnStar 
systems from model years 2004 and 2005. 

 Some Home alarms 

Affected are burglar and fire alarms that use the analog 
network as a sole or backup link between the home and an 
alarm center. Generally, only homes with no wired phone 
service have used analog wireless service. Homes that have 
them will lose wireless backup alarms, which kick in if 
someone cuts the phone line. 

For more information check out the following web sites: 

FCC consumer advisory: 

www.fcc.gov/cgb/consumerfacts/analogcellphone.html 

OnStar: www.onstar.com 

Alltel advisory: tinyurl.com/3x53gz 

Verizon Wireless advisory: tinyurl.com/2bg628 

Central Station Alarm Association: www.csaaul.org/ 

Aeris: www.aeris.net 
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